
  

FALL 2024SUMMER 2024SPRING 2024LATE WINTER 2024

PROJECT BACKGROUND + CONTEXTPROJECT BACKGROUND + CONTEXT

VISIONING + 
PRE-DESIGN 

•	 Review site information + 
site history

•	 Analyze current + future 
programming needs

•	 Demographic analysis
•	 Site visit 

COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT  

•	 Public meeting to confirm 
project vision, goals, and 
programming ideas

•	 Develop concepts (up to 3) 
during 2-day work session

COMMUNITY 
CELEBRATION  

•	 Unveil the site plan and 
build excitement and 
momentum for the project 

DESIGN + IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS BEGINS 

PROJECT PROCESS 
What are we doing here? 

2000
The Mobility 2025 Plan is 
completed by the North Central 
Texas Council of Governments 
(NCTCOG). The report envisions 
a light rail from Cleburne to 

Fort Worth, with a stop 
planned in Burleson. 

2012
The Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone (TIRZ) is created. The TIRZ is 
a financing model that was formed 
to provide for public infrastructure 
in the TOD. A board was never 

formed, and no projects were 
ever planned, though. 

2020
The COVID-19 pandemic begins. 
Public transit sees a sharp decrease in 
ridership and studies from the American 
Public transportation Association 
suggest commuter rail travelers are 

more likely to be able to work from 
home compared to bus riders. 

2024 (today) 
The planning process for 
the future community space 
kicks off! The City begins to 
engage the community to get 
feedback for what residents 

would like to see in the 
new community space.

2005-2007
The City voluntarily annexes 653 acres of land to form a Transit-
Oriented Development (TOD) – a type of district that includes a 
mix of residential, commercial, office, and entertainment centered 
around a transit station. The City also modifies the base zoning of 
the property to allow for multi-family development on the property 
to help spur the demand and increase ridership of the proposed 
transit line. Lastly, the City defines an area on the site that will 
accommodate the proposed light rail and commuter station. 

2018
NCTCOG’s Mobility 2045 Plan estimates that 
the Cleburne to Fort Worth commuter rail would 
have less than 1,000 riders per day. The cost for 
construction of the rail is estimated at $1.73 billion. 
Ridership would need to support the commuter rail’s 
annual operation costs, estimated at $845,000. The 
estimates indicate that the line is not self-sustaining 
and would require an operational subsidy.

2022
In consideration of the low ridership, construction cost, and impacts 
to commuter rail by the COVID-19 pandemic, Burleson City Council 
indicates a desire to eliminate the TIRZ district. With commuter 
rail no longer a viable option, City Council elects to change the 
vision of the TOD. The City purchases an approximate 30-acre 
tract on July 18, 2022, allowing the City to strategically plan for the 
use of the TOD land in the future and provide an opportunity for 
recreational, civic, and commercial uses on the property. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PROJECT 
How did we get here? 
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55

SOUTH-FACING LOOKING TOWARDS MULTI-FAMILY, 
RAILROAD, AND SILOS

EAST-FACING FROM THE ROUNDABOUT, 
LOOKING TOWARDS THE SITE

NORTH-FACING LOOKING TOWARDS MULTI-FAMILY AND 
POND, ALONG RAILROAD

EAST-FACING FROM THE DRIVEWAY CUT ALONG ALSBURY 
BLVD, LOOKING TOWARDS THE SITE
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FINAL SITE PLAN  
•	 Refine concepts into 1 

final site plan 
•	 Develop recommendations 

for operations and 
maintenance of the space

•	 Develop cost estimate 

we
 ar

e here!



  

ACTIVE PLAY ACTIVE PLAY

WHAT IMAGES OF ACTIVE PLAY ARE YOU DRAWN TO? 
Place UP TO THREE star stickers on the images that you like. You can put all three on one image, or spread them out across three different images. 

BOCCE COURT

BASKETBALL COURT

ARCHERY

PICKLEBALL COURT

NATURE PLAYGROUND SKATE PARK WATER PLAY (NO SPRAY) GROUP FITNESS

DISC GOLF COURSE CLIMBING NET

FITNESS STATIONS SPLASH PAD/SPRAY GROUND CREATIVE PLAYGROUND

SOFTBALL FIELDS CLIMBING STRUCTURE INCLUSIVE PLAYGROUND

PLAY MOUNDS FAMILY FITNESSSOCCER FIELD

PING PONG TABLES



  

PASSIVE PLAY PASSIVE PLAY

WHAT IMAGES OF PASSIVE PLAY ARE YOU DRAWN TO? 
Place UP TO THREE star stickers on the images that you like. You can put all three on one image, or spread them out across three different images. 

DRONESPUTTING GREEN

GAMES

MUSIC STATION STORYBOOK TRAIL DOG PARK

SWINGS ENVIRONMENTAL HOBBIES BOTANICAL GARDEN

NATURE  PLAY READING

WALKING PATHS LARGE FORMAT GAMES 

IMAGINATION PLAYGROUND

FISHING

RUNNING /WALKING TRAILS

COMMUNITY CHALKBOARD



  

GATHER + ACTIVATEGATHER + ACTIVATE

WHAT IMAGES OF GATHERING SPACES + ACTIVATION ARE YOU DRAWN TO? 
Place UP TO THREE star stickers on the images that you like. You can put all three on one image, or spread them out across three different images. 

BANDSTAND FOR SPECIAL PERFORMANCES FARMER’S MARKET

ART CLASSES KNITTING/CRAFT CLASSES 

CIRCULAR SEATING AREAS MOVABLE FURNITURE HAMMOCKSLOCAL RACES/COMPETITIONS

OUTDOOR BBQ SOCIAL SEATING AREAS COMMUNITY FOUNTAIN PICNIC AREA

OPEN-AIR NIGHT MARKETSTRANQUIL SEATING AREAS LANDMARK OF COMMUNITY PRIDE LOUNGE/INFORMAL SEATING

OUTDOOR ‘LIVING ROOM’ WITH BIG SCREEN

COMMUNITY MOVIE NIGHT SEATING BY THE WATER



  

CIVIC + RETAILCIVIC + RETAIL

WHAT IMAGES OF CIVIC + RETAIL USES ARE YOU DRAWN TO? 
Place UP TO THREE star stickers on the images that you like. You can put all three on one image, or spread them out across three different images. 

FOOD/RETAIL INCUBATOR SPACE LIBRARY CITY HALL

PUBLIC RESTROOMS

PARKING GARAGE

WALK-UP CONCESSIONS

COMMUNITY GARDEN COMPLEMENTARY RETAIL

STORYTIMEBEER GARDENFOOD TRUCK RODEO

LARGE CENTRAL PLAZAOUTDOOR RESTAURANTEVENT SPACE

LOCAL ARTIST SHOWCASE ‘BARK BAR’ MOBILE CART/KIOSKLIBRARY CARTS

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM




